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THE BUCHAREST MEETING OF THE WARSAW PACT NATIONS HAS PROPOS 
TO THE NATIONS WHICH PARTICIPATED IN THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE ON 
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE THE TEXT OF A DRAFT TREATY 
WHICH WOULD OBLIGATE ALL SIGNATORIES NOT TO BE THE FIRST TO USE 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS. VOA NEUS ANALYST JOHN ALBERT HAS THESE 
OBSERVATIONS: 

VOICE: 

THE IDEA OF BANNING THE FIRST USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY 
TREATY 1S NOT NEW AND HAS BEEN PUT FORWARD BY COMMUHIST NATIONS 
IN THE PAST, ON THE FACE OF IT, IT SOUNDS VERY LOGICAL FOR ALL 
NATIONS TO PLEOGE NOT TO RESORT FIRST TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN AN 
EFFORT TO AVOID ATOMIC WAR, BUT THE FACT IS THAT SUCH A PLEDGE 
WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE TO GREATER SECURITY, AMD COULD SERIOUSLY 
WEAKEN THE DETERRENCE TO WAR, &E IT CONVENTIONAL OR NUCLEAR. 

CERTAINLY NO ONE IN THE WEST, BE IT THE UNITED STATES OR 
ANY OTHER NATO NATION, PLANS TO START A WAR, WITH NUCLEAR OR 
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS. AT THE SAME TIME, AFTER THIRTY YEARS OF 
PEACE IN EUROPE THE PEOPLE OF WFSTERN EUROPE DO NOT WISH TO 
MAINTAIN EXCESSIVE DEFENSE BURDENS. AMERICAN AND NATO STRATEGY 
1S SOLELY CONCERNED WITH DETERRING ANY AGGRESSION IN EUROPE AND, 
IF THAT FAILS, WITH COUNTERING A MASSIVE CONVENTIONAL ATTACK. 
BUT PART OF THIS DETERRENCE, WHICH HAS PROVEN SO EFFECTIVE, IS 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF A WOULD-BE AGGRESSOR THAT IN CASE OF A MASSIVE 
ATTACK ON WESTERN FORCES WHICH THREATENS NATO'S DEFENSES, THE 
WEST RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RESPOND AGAINST THIS AGGRESSION WITH 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
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THE LAST DEBATE IN THE UNITED STATES ABOUT THE USE OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS WAS IN THE SUMMER OF 1975, WHEN PRESIDENT FORD 
AT A NEWS CONFERENCE REFUSED TO EXCLUDE THE FIRST USE OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN THE EVENT OF A MASSIVE ATTACK SY NORTH KOREA ON SOUTH 
KOREA. PRESIDENT FORD SAID THE? THE UNITED STATES MUST RESERVE 
FOR ITSELF THE RIGHT TO USE THE TYPE OF WEAPON MOST EFFECTIVE 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR ITS OMN DEFENSE AND THAT OF ITS 
ALLIES. THE SANE RATIONALE APPLIES, OF COURSE, TO EUROPE WHERE 
THE BUILD-UP OF CONVENTIONAL FORCES BY THE WARSAW PACT NATIONS 
HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY FAR-REACHING AND WHERE THE VIENNA 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR MUTUAL BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS HAVE THUS FAR 
MADE NO MAJOR PROGRESS. 

AN IMPORTANT POINT MADE BY ALLIED LEADERS IN THE PAST HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN THAT THE NATO ALLIANCE 1S DEFENSIVE IN CHARACTER. 
THERE IS NO QUESTION FOR NATO TO START A WAR, WITH EITHER 
CONVENTIONAL OR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE LARGER AND MORE EFFECTIVE 
THE CONVENTIONAL FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES ARE, 
THE LESS LIKELY WOULD BE THE NEED TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS TO 
REPEL AN ATTACK, NO RESPONSIBLE WESTERN LEADER HAS EVER 
ADVOCATED THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS UNLESS THE NATO DEFENSES 
ARE IN ACUTE DANGER OF BEING OVERWHELMED BY SUPERIOR CONVENTIONAL 
FORCES. 

IN SUM, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRENGTHENING 
OF EUROPEN SECURITY AND PEACE DOES NOT LIE IN BANNING THE FIRST 
USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, BUT IN REDUCING THE DANGER OF WAR BY 
REMOVING THE INEQUALITY OF FORCES AND WEAPONS IN CENTRAL EUROPE. 


THE WARSAW PACT NATIONS COULD MAKE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO THIS 
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END BY SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING THE WESTERN PROPOSALS AT THE VIENNA 
TALKS WHICH AIM AT CREATI“S A BALANCE OF FORCES AND THUS REMOVING 
THE TEMPTATION FOR MILITARY CONFLICT IN THE HEART OF EUROPE. 
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